that wasn't just armed self-defense, but about feeding people, housing,
clothing you know. Those things that keep people going, as well as their
own organizers. B

J: And one of the things that really has to be done, especially right now, is
we have to fight against this whole notion that we can use electoral
politics. if we are going to build revolutionary organizers, create the
conditions for revolutionary community organizing, we're going to have to
reiect this whole notion. And that's gonna be a big battle.

L: That's right. [Lorenzo agree}ng in background]

J: Alot of people are gonna be saying “you have to vote.” Well.... you don't
have to vote if the people who are running for office are not going to
change the conditions in your community. Why do you have to vote for
them? You do not have to vote for them. You could get your community to
have its own community elections, where you choose people within your
own community outside of the Democratic or Republican Party to be
accountable to the people, to deal with the issues in your community. |
see this as being a really key thing. There is too much focus on electoral
politics right now. Unti! we get past it we're not going to be successful.

L: We need to create alternatives. We need to create people's assemblies
that are independent and autonomous of all this garbage. And by doing
this we can reach people and educate, organize, and put them in .
opposition to the government, the State. We should be fighting for dual
power. We need to build a mass movement to free political prisoners, end
mass imprisonment, especially among communities of color. We need to
combat State violence from police and vigilantes, fight austerity and
poverty imposed by the government. We need to defeat fascists in the
streets and in the government and corporate suites. Start survival
campaigns that begin to build a new economy 1o soften the blow of the
collapse of this system, which is coming. We also need to build' a black
partisan/worker's militia. I'm not saying it wili be done tomorrow or it
should be done tomorrow, but we need to be doing these things if we are
gonna go from oppression to liberation. 1 guess the main thing we can say
is that we have to build an ant-fascist movement that is a movement
fighting for revolution .... for social revotution. f it's not ready to do that
then it is just a defensive organization, which will be defeated in due time.
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Building a Community-Based
Anti-Fascist Movement "

Lorenzo Kom'bou Ervin & JoNina Abron-Ervin

The Black Panther Party & Black
Anti-Fascism in the United States

by Robyn C. Spencer

Fascism has been thrust into the mainstream political vocabulary of
the United States after the election of President Donald Trump on a
platform grounded in xenophaobia, corporate dominance, and right-wing
white nationalism. After the election, search engines and online
dictionaries reported a dramatic increase in users seeking to define the
term. News outlets from Al Jazeera to Forbes to the Washington Post
published articles analyzing how Trump fits into fascist paradigms. Most
recently, The Nation Magazine chronicled the long history of anti-fascist
organizing in Europe and the United States to inspire activists engaged in
resistance at this political moment. Biack history has been marginalized in
this burgeoning contemporary discourse about fascism. Analyses of the
US as fascist have a long history in the Black intellectual tradition. Black
thinkers like Harry Hayward, Claudia Jones, George Jackson and Kuwasi
Balagoon used fascism as an anaiytical framework to undersiand the rise
of segregation in the South after Reconstruction; white populism at the
turn of the 19th century; land and labor struggles in the Black Belt South,
and the evolution of capitatism in the 1970s.

The Black Panther Party played a prominent role’in the modern
history of Black anti-fascism. Panther leaders were deeply influenced by
“The United Front Against Fascism,” a report by Georgi Dimitroff delivered
at the Seventh World Congress of the Communist international in July-
August 1935.

By 1969, the Panthers began to use fascism as a theoretical
framework to critique US political economy. They defined fascism as “the
power of finance capital” which “manifests itself not only as banks, trusts
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system really works. {"ve always said and tried to make people understand
that this is a white republic that was created from slave labor—the

conditions of slavery as a pedestal for the creation of American capitalism.

And most so-called white radicals denounce that. Even though that i‘-j
doesn’t come from me.... that comes from Marx! [laughter] That comes
from Karl Marx himself. tt's quite interesting. This kind of thinking, of not
understanding how this country was created and how it actually functions
means that the movement will always make these kinds of ideological
errors. Where they see things from the perspective of a white petty
bourgeois perspective. This will always happen until they understand
what's really happened. | mean people are being killed in this country.
People are being tortured in prison, And all they can tell us is about some
Nazi on the street. Nazi's have to be stopped, ves. But we need to
understand that the greatest threat of fascism is State power. Fascism is
a decayed capitalist system. And if we understand that—understand that
these peapie in the streets aren't linked to that yet, but are creations of
that.... that's why Trump was able to use them... use their misery, use
their unemployment, use their racism. And if we don’t understand this you
can't ideologically defeat them. You got to understand we have to combat
the government itself. The fascist State.

What are some of the first steps you would like to see organizers
in oppressed Black, Brown, and Indigenous communities take in
the process of building a mass anti-fascist movement today
What are some steps we as listeners and learners can make
toward achieving the type of movement you are imagining?

L: Well, in actual fact, people are organizing now. It's not like they're not.
Even though | have some differences of opinion with Black Lives Matters
type groups, the fact that it came into existence and have been organizing
during this period is important. But they need to take it to another level.

We're saying that organizers and activists have to rethink tacticaily, and
. understand that community-based organizing where they palitically

educate the people in their communities is the key. We're telling people
who are already doing this work to take a different approach and think
atout this system in terms of being fascism. Take police killings for
instance. Police killings are in fact fascism. Especially when they are
systematic potice killings, where we've had essentiaily hundreds of

Vigorous debates erupted between conference attendees over Marxist
theory; the “male showrnanship” of some speakers; the structure of the
conference; and the implications of community control of the police. Some
of the most provocative discourse at the UFAF came out of the women's
workshop where Panther wornen discussed male supremacy as a 2
reflection of capitalism and argued that “there cannot be a successful
struggle against Fascism unless there is a broad front and women are
drawn into it.” The role of state repression in stifling dissent was a central
theme and many speakers touched on the issue of political prisoners as
evidence of the operation of fascism in the United States. The Pa nthers,
under heavy infiltration and attack by the FBI's counterintelligence
program by this time, positioned combatting state violence as the core of
anti-fascist organizing.

This orientation was evident on the last day of the conference which
was devoted to the Panthers detailed plan to decentralize police forces
nationwide. They proposed amending-city charters to establish
autonomous community-pbased police departments for every ity which
would be accountable to local neighborhood police control councils
comprised of 15 elected community members. They taunched the
National Committees to Combat Fascism (NCCF), a multiracial nationwide
network, to organize for community control of the police.

After the conference inquiries about starting NCCF cha pters fiooded
into Oakland from Sait Lake City, Utah; Albany, New York: Las Vegas,
Nevada; Toledo, Ohio; Sunflower, Mississippi; Keatchie, Louisiana; Erie,
Pennsylvania; Richmond, Virginia; St. Louis, Missouri and Austin, Texas.
The NCCFs offered a muttivacial group of local activists around the country
a new avenue of involvement in Black Power politics at time when the
Panthers had launched purges and membership freezes to combat
infiitration from COINTELPRO. By April 1970, the FBI recorded 18-22
NCCFs around the country. The story of these NCCF chapters is best seen
in local BPP history. Each chapter evolved differently. Some attracted
activists of color and eventually dovetailed into de facto Panther chapters
like in Louisiana and Detroit, and others remained a separate organization
that served as a base for militant whites ailies, like the Berkeley NCCF
which rallied enough votes to put the Panther's plan for com munity
control of the police on the ballot,

It is unclear to what extent the NCCFs fueled an increased
engagement with fascism at the grassroots leve! and how the solidarity
politics of the United Front evolved over time. Tha conference solidified
the Panthers’ alliance with the Los Siete Defense Committee. The August
16, 1969 issue of The Black Panther included “Basta Ya,” a newsletter In
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So fascism is a compilicated, tortured process of definition. But we
do know what it is not. it's not just a bunch of street punks alone who
have no political power. And that somehow they are the most dangerous
element which produces fascism. That's what's captivated the Left at this
point. The whole idea of battling right-wing tendencies in the streets. ) 2~
These “anti-fascists” are confused. But not only are they confused, they
are being led by a type of romanticism and infantile Leftism that prevents
them from being effective. There are really dangerous types of fascism
that the State is capable of. It is the State that we have to fear. Whether
its led by Donald Trump or whomever it's fed by. The State has been doing
things to ensure that whenever the dictator got here, as the final solution,
they'd have an easy time getting in, and doing what he or she needs 10 do.
From that standpoint, | think fascism has different types of definitions
wrapped into one, but also different kinds of contradictions. That’s why it's
so elusive. One thing we can say, o be sure, is that it comes from the
State and capital, it does not come from street punks. We're talking about
a kind of vanguard versus vanguardism here, that has nothing to do with
fighting fascism, whatsoever really. Or fighting racism for that matter.
They're not trying to end white supremacy. They're trying 1c present
themselves in contrast to certain forces, you know. Those forces are
allegedly the evil ones and therefore they are able to project themselves
as the "good” white folks, versus the you know “gvil,” or the dangerous,
treacherous white folks. Something like that. You know. ft's just um...
fanciful... it doesn't do anything about racism. Whatsoever. It doesn't
protect peoples of color, Or communities of color. Doesn't do any of that,

What does a community-based anti-fascist movemnent jook like?

JoNina Abron-Ervin (J): Well if it's gonna be community-based. it has to
deal with the impact of State authoritarianism on people’s everyday lives.
It can't be centered around just going out on a pa rticutar day to counter-
demonstrate against the neo-Nazi's or the Klan. I'm not saying that that's
not important. This is an important thing to do. But that is just sort of an
episodic and event-based thing. You have tp have an pngoing program to
deal with the impact of this kind of authoritarian controt over people’s
lives, and in terms of police terror and State repression. We even have 1o
iook at the issues that have to deal with people’s every day survival; their
ability to have a place to live, their ability to buy food.... what we call the
=gurvival issues.” For instance, it had not necessarily begun in any reafly
major way yet, but elements of the neo-fascist Trump regime have already

Anti-Fascism in the Trump Era

An Interview with
Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin & JoNina Abron-Ervin

What is fascism? How is it misunderstood by so many people
who call themselves progressives and radicals today?

Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin (L): People respond to fascism in a number of
different ways. One is to say fascism is a mass revolutionary anti-
democratic movement. That is part. You have these undemocratic forces
which are in the streets, many of which are paramilitary. Then there is
another type of definition: the creation of a new form of authoritarian
governance, directed by corporations, or corporations united with the
State. This is the whole idea of “corporate State.” The definition that
Mussolini himself gave was actually referring to a fascist syndicalism-the
idea of uniting the workers with corporations, and under the control of the
owners of corporations. But then there is the issue of all power to the
State.... and the idea of the leader. "Fuhrer” in Germany, or “H Duce” in
ftaly. That's part of it as well. There is not one definition. it actually
depends on the country. One is the form of governance that's already in
place in a country; the idea that a dictatorial leader can take over a
country that had previously been a so-calied democratic regime. We are
also tatking about the economic form of fascism. So...we got a number of
different aspects of fascism, which doesn’t lend itself to a universal
definition. A lot of times people point to aspects of fascism like hyper-
nationalism, leadership and party dictatorship, corporatism, or racism.
Well, the thing is many countries have these features and they are not
fascist regimes. Every authoritarian regime is not a fascist regime. In point
of fact, it relates to the form of state and the economic structyre. That's
why | said we're talking about a new type of authoritarian governance ran
by corporations. This is what we need to understanré in America. That this
is not the same thing we saw in ltaly. It's a new form. The fascists have
been elected. The fascists and crypto-fascists have been elected. And the
government we have now is actuaily a United Front of different fascist
tendencies. The Tea Party, the Christian Right, the various other groups
within the Republican Party and outside the-Republican Party, along with
elements that are on Wallstreet, financing them.




SSBIO Bu{iom B1ym 84l Aes pInod NoA '1sow 2yl Iy 'eidoad passasddo aie
40)00 jo sajdoad sayio pue syoeig "sidoad passsiddo o3 a1e18d 0} s|ge aq
01 108 noA "weiFosd 1nok Jo ANe10t eyl 8q Jouued 3 1841 NG “enodw jou
S| syl 18yl BuiAes sj sn Yo suo JaYleN "uOIRIIOUOD |BOISAYd UG palexy
1s0{ 3ue A||Bas A3Y] "MOUY NGA "AWBUS 93 Jo Fuipuelsiapun |é9§30|oapq

ue jo Ayoned sy pue SSBUMBEM 3] JO U0I0a|jRs B 18nT 5,0 Ing AemAue
SAIDSHAU S1| HUILL UBAS | pUy "B)iuRjut 5,3 INOQR 3182 43U} e S Syl
‘[s2wEnei] yound senens aoey ayl ui wiy Fuyound ‘IZEN B BUnMOBLlY J3YJ0
LOBS UG Syoelie GUIBW 3y] YHM paulaouos ARoins ale A3y 1ayyse jey)
WBY Luop sidoed asey) ‘Ausrod pasodwl A)1sISNY "SPIOM JaYI0 Uj AUanod
"BAIAINS 0] STNUNWILLIOT N0 10 pBPoaU $33N0S3AL 841 JO uoneaudsp
SNOPSUOD S JBYIBUM 'SBIIIUNWILIOD BY) uodn SYJBNIE 18410 JO SPUIM |je
IN0GE Hiel &M 10100 jo sapdoad Jayio pue sidoad yoe|g O UDLILOSIIdW
Pa198ie) 8y) 1suiede JUDWSNOW SSeLW B 8q O] 194 Sey a1ay] -WaisAs uosud
2y} ojur Buiog ate 1eul 10|09 jo sajdoad Jayio pue aidoad ¥oelg JO slaqunu
afny sy} swUcSLdUY SSEW JNOGE Y] S, 184} PUNCIE JUSWAAOL

Aue Bupujof uasq Ajeal 1,usey Aoyl pue jey) Jnoge Juswarow Aue Juipes
uaag 3,usaey Asyj 10§00 Jo sajdoad Jaylo pue $H3oe|q Jo ‘Sancd ay) Ag
SBUIHDE UM PBUIBOUOD JOU S, 'SBNSS| UMO S UM PauiIasuod Auo Ajjeal

St HYOIyM ‘Yo 9lIYM Ul 8ZNBWINBoiop pue AHISALISD O] W) 9Lyl asn | 1

) asodxs 0]
ueuodwi 0s U s1 Aym ¢sereiado awidad siyl Moy puelsiapun 0]
jueuOdW OS I SI AYM "BOLIDLIY YLICN Ul JUSWIBAOW dAISSaBoid

PRJBUIIOD-BYYM JUBLING BY) JO BiNjeU AIBUOHN|OASL-JSIN0S B}

8QL0sap 01 ,uofielue)d anISSeIB0ld, Wila] oY) asn Nok ‘0zusio]

eyl ueyl
2Jow paau oM [JaIYBNE|] BUIYIBWOS 10 UouNd JaYINS IZEN-IIU. " MOUY
nok 8948 syl ul Bunydy 3sy pue 1IN0 Fuod si Yeyl AJuspual oysew-1adAy
awos 10 Aouspual prenduena Jo puly swos o] paseddo se ‘sBiel je gdoad
&y} 8 pinom 3 '[1Ism se Bulyoseosdde 1sej S| alUI 1BYL PUB ‘PaWLE 37
01 3u108 si auohAue §) ‘adAl mau e Jo Juswanow e ‘a|doad ayl JO Spaal al]
SSBIPPE UBD JUSWBAOW SIY] 18YT 0S “1USLIBACU ISIOSBYIUE DISRG-1apeoIq
£ pINg 0} AIBSS308U S, U MUY | pUy "9dA3 AUB 10 LIS StY] JO LUSIprenguea
10821 | JUSWB|a PIBNZUEA JO PUlY SWIOS SSAJOSLLAL] faPISUOD OYM

a1doad asay) Ul jou “sjdoad Areuipio Ul paseq 1UBWSAOU B DIaU oM
JUBWSBAOW Xoeq By e pssu
ap rejdoad eyl uo Buiscduwl aze ABYL 1BY] SUOIIPUOY ay] Isuiede ¥oeq
14814 01 Aem B PaaU oM puUe S ALIBUS |88 DU OUYM PUEBLSISpUN O] pasu

am 93]S SIU] 18 "MOUY NOA INgG '$82.0J 9SaY) 88N 0] |ge 8Q lim-st Anted

PS1Ed-0S 34} JO peay 34} JSA30UM 'St JUBPISAId BY3 JASOYM SO dwins|

e Aq sdels Js1ef € 18 POSN aq UBT AsY] uoiisanb ou S} "u0nsalip Buoim

Byl Ut BUIOB B.e OMm ‘PRIES) BG 0) SBUOD BB B} 4O AWBU3 ay) ale eyl

YUY @m J 'YL} OS PUR SUIYS 0jod 10 SUNS 908a1d-33143 Ul SHUNd SUW0S

S| AWBUD |BSJ BUI YUILY 8M PUE 1BU) PUBISIOPUN 1,UOD oM J| ‘wisiosey Jo

1oAsaind aul pue Awsue yose syl S oym JsWUIaA0T 3y} S,1| "usuianog
93 1B 01 8ARY BM S0UDISING O3 Fuwod swinFai 181958) B AqQ

palgeus uaayg aaey SFUIY) 8s8Y] iy "198.1S ay) uQ aidoad Funloous Waiu

3Y3 JO Bippiw 8Y3 Ui Ul sJoop s,3doad Eum'am "W ssauddns Apasoddns

pue Buoje awod 01 a2ijod 2y} Jo Aljige 8y pue ‘siejem (RojwBYD

Jo uodeam e se ‘S3NIQ "SIeleM |EJIUBYD OS|E SI | "SIS|IO JO 95UdS B

83nposd 0} Pa1eaId JUBAWHIIBAOS B3 Jey] sweidoid Jo Jnsal e se ae asay]
"sFuilp 90110d BY) |1 SBuM 2040d puy “1BYT BABY NOA JUBWILOSAW

SSEeUs pue wsueiw adied 31easo 01 paufissp wesdosd g sem _

HOSH Ul ydarym 'SBNIp UO Jem,, ay) wold "uoneasd Julpueisguo B u8aq S.)|
"MOLBABY BM UONEBIISIUIWIPE BY) JO UoReASILIWPE BUWEBAQ [eI8q)l paj|ed
-0% 8y} sem 11 JaYIsyM "SUCHIRNSIMIWIPE UBdUaLWY SnoARId AQ pajessd
‘Plom ayl vl awysiiqelss uosiid 158881q syl 108 Apesaie s,8H o1 aney

1,useop 84 |, "SAWED UGIBIUSOUCD PiING BUUGE 5,84 [jom, noge Julyy
Siy{ "sdweDd uoREUadUOD Ul Apeslie a1e 9jdoad JO SUOIHI JUBWLOSIdU
SSBUS NOA 0 UONUBW UeD | U0 WYBNOIG SBY aWIFal 1SI0S.) Y] YOIYM SISIID
ws)-3u0] B USSQ SBY B194) "S43Y S,}l PUB JUBSWIOW WIBUSY e 18 Suiiod
1sn[.usi 3 Bupuelisiug; st WSIOSE) 1Y) PUBISISPUN O BABL aM pUY 1

‘Spasu 89S0y} PUNCIE 5zjuedio 0] SeyY )i pue 'spaau |
[ei91el 91840000 ABPAISAS S,310090 UlM [BBD O] SBY PaSE( ANURLIWLGD
1eul s1 guiew wj Juiod sy "sAainNs 01 paau 9)doad leyl sduiyy
AepAiaas ayj 1noge Bunj|e] a1e NOA "159304d B 10 UOHIBASUOWAD UE Ul Uepy
8yl JU0Ju00 03 10 Ful0F Se palB|os! 0S Jou S,3] "0l 91812 ued Aay] SBUIY)
Byl s4e 8534 APUNWIWOD U1 Ui 3jdoad 10y esnesag ‘paseq-ANunNwwod ag
01 3107 10U .31 UBYL SBNSS! BS0UL YIm Bulieap 10U 248 NOA J1 puy "J3Y8ys
pue ‘BUpICD 'pOOY ‘aAl 01 a0eld B 3ABY 0} SBU APOGAISAT "SaNss! [BAMAINS
leNng-pue-pessq yiim sjeap 1ey3 JUSWanowW e aney 0] aney euuod ai,nok
JUSWBACW PISBG-AHUNUILGD B PUNG 03 BUIOF a1e NoA ) 05 "siseq Aep
-0}-A2P € U0 BAIAINS 0] 9ABY 9108y J0.LIB] 91L1S JO LLLIOY B AIajiuyap S.1eyl
‘SBUIT JBLI0 pue "BUIUIof ‘POO) H1AYT 104 ‘BUISNIOY AIBLH J0) ‘SBAISSWAY]
voddns 01 ‘Bwodul 8ABY 03 3|ge Sulag woy) gidoad sluanaid s1e1s ayl fI

HOM L WSIOSE) Yim op 01 BuiylAue aaey 12usadp 18U} JANINDSS |2100S, ABS

I ajdoad AuBws 'mou ‘Aeq( “A)iN08s |B100S steulwIle 01 Juem A3yl pies




